2018
Annual Meeting and Seminar
The Empowered Paralegal

March 23, 2018
Seminar Registration Deadline March 16, 2018
Hotel Reservation Deadline March 2, 2018

Hilton Garden Inn
3720 North Reserve Street
Missoula, Montana
5.0 CLE Credits (includes 1.0 Ethics Credit)

This is a Free seminar to all active and new members

Agenda
Friday, March 23, 2018
8:00 am —8:15 am

Registration

8:15 am—8:30 am

Key-Note Address—Opening Remarks
Terry Hale, ACP

8:30 am —9:30 am

Paralegal’s Guide to Dealing with Difficult Clients
Simon T. Fickinger IV, M.S., C.C.T., C.M.
P. Mars Scott Law Offices

9:30 am—10:30 am

Legal Writing: Editing & Proofreading
Jacob Coolidge, Esq.
State of Montana—Office of Public Defense
Jacob Hansen, Associate Director
The Writing and Public Speaking Center—UM

10:30 am—10:45 am

BREAK

10:45 am—11:45 am

Strategies for Deciphering, Organizing, and
Indexing Medical Records
Becky Henderson, ACP
Bulman Law Office

11:45 pm —12:45 pm

Lunch (Provided)

12:45 pm—2:00 pm

MALA Annual Meeting

2:00 pm—3:00 pm

Ethics: “Here in the Real World”
Debora L. Overstreet, ACP
US Army Corps of Engineers

3:00 pm—3:15 pm

BREAK

3:15 pm—4:15 pm

Early Case Assessment Strategies for Paralegals
Miva Van Engen, Esq.
Van Engen Law Office

4:15 pm– 4:30 pm

Closing Remarks

4:30 pm

Adjourn

Speakers
Simon T. Fickinger IV, M.S., C.C.T., C.M—Simon is P. Mars Scott Law
Offices’ full-time psychological and parenting consultant. Simon consults
on cases regarding developmentally appropriate and child-centered parenting plan language and parenting strategies. He also consults on strategic interactions with mental health and/or parenting-related collaterals
such as Guardians ad Litem and therapists. In our firm, Simon helps clients and their children manage the psychological and emotional stressors
associated with the dissolution of clients' marriages and co-parenting. Simon has extensive experience and expertise in child and family assessment and treatment, parenting assessment, advanced child development, advanced attachment theory, and advanced conflict resolution. Simon is certified in child trauma (CCT), and is a certified family mediator (CM). Simon lectures frequently for the Montana State Bar, Montana Mediation Association, the District Courts, and other organizations on such topics as the best interests of children, parenting, and conflict resolution in the context of divorce, separation, and co-parenting.

Jacob Coolidge, Esq.—Jake is a licensed attorney working for the State
of Montana Office of Public Defenders, an adjunct instructor at the University of Montana, the Project Manager and Research Fellow for the Montana Justice Initiative at the Alexander Blewett III School of Law. After completing a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology from St. Mary’s College of Maryland, Jake moved to Missoula where he earned a Master’s in Sociology
and a law degree. Jake has taught numerous Sociology and Criminology
classes at the University of Montana, focusing on criminology, policing, and
the criminal justice system. He has researched several areas of the criminal justice system, including “Broken Windows” policing strategies, juvenile
pretrial risk assessment instruments, disproportionate minority contact,
county jail conditions, and sentencing practices and procedures. Jake is eager to enhance the discussion of justice both on campus and across the state, focusing on causes of historic incarceration
rates and establishing evidence-based criminal justice practices in Montana.

Jacob Hansen—is the Associate Director of UM's Writing and Public
Speaking Center. He coaches students, staff, and faculty on their writing
and works to improve writing instruction at the University. Law students
aren't the most difficult students he's worked with, but he's heard they get
more difficult once they pass the bar exam and begin practicing.

Speakers
Becky Henderson, ACP— has a BA in Journalism from Brigham Young
University and over 20 years of experience as a technical writer/editor and
freelance writer. When her corporate marketing specialist/technical editor
position was eliminated in 2007 she took it as a sign of great opportunities to
come and immediately enrolled in the University of Montana Paralegal Program. She graduated with an A.A.S. in Paralegal Studies with High Honors
in May 2009. She received the CP designation from NALA in December
2009 and the ACP designation in Discovery in 2010. Becky is a paralegal at
Bulman Law Associates where she specializes in plaintiffs’ personal injury,
medical malpractice, worker’s compensation, and Social Security disability
cases. Becky has served as MALA President, Vice President, Secretary,
NALA Liaison, and Parliamentarian and has worked on or chaired nearly every MALA committee.
She enjoys technical writing, reading (primarily history), quilting, hiking, and spending as much time as
possible with her four children in their home states of Montana, Washington, and California.

Debra L. Overstreet, ACP—has been in the legal field for over 36 years. She
has worked in both the public and private sector and is employed as a Senior
Realty Specialist with the US Army Corps of Engineers in Tulsa, OK. Debbie
received her certification from NALA in 2000. She is active in local, state and
national paralegal associations. She is a member of Tulsa Area Paralegal Association, and is two term past President of the Oklahoma Paralegal Association. Debbie was a member of NALA’s inaugural LEAP program, has served
as NALA’s Affiliated Associations Secretary and Director and as Region 4 Director. IN addition to volunteering as a mentor and presenter at several NALA
conventions (now conferences), she has served as a member of the Professional Development Committee and is currently serving as NALA Treasurer.
Debbie has been married to Gregg Overstreet for 19 years. They have five
children and seven grandchildren. In her spare time Debbie enjoys hanging
out with her family, watching her grandchildren race, and mentoring paralegals.

Miva Van Engen, Esq.—is a Montana native and a graduate from The University
of Montana School of Law. Miva is the founder of VanEngen Law Office, P.C. Prior
to attending law school, Miva worked as a paralegal in Missoula for over 18
years. Miva volunteers as a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) representing
the best interest of children in dependent and neglect matters. Miva represents clients
in personal injury and workers' compensation claims, criminal and DUI defense, and
in simple and complex divorces, parenting plans, pre-nuptial agreements, ante-nuptial
(post-nuptial) agreements and other family law matters.

MALA Officers

President—Terry Hale, ACP
State of Montana—Office of Public Defender
Terry.hale@mt.gov
Vice President—Heather Bienvenue, CP
City of Bozeman
hbienvenue@bozeman.net
Secretary—Michelle Harelson
Fergus County Attorney Office
fcattylegal@co.fergus.mt.us
Treasurer—Stephanie Spokas
Big Sky Litigation Support
stephspokas@outlook.com

NALA Liaison—Becky Henderson, ACP
Bullman Law Office
bhenderson@bulmanlaw.com
Parliamentarian—Amanda Hewitt
Browning, Kaleczyc, Berry & Hoven, P.C.
Amanda@bkbh.com
Montana State Bar Paralegal Section Liaison—Olga Bobko
Crowley Fleck, PLLP
obobko@crowleyfleck.com

2018 Annual Meeting and Standing Seminar Committee
Terry Hale, ACP
Sabrina Hallsten
Stephanie Spokas
Jennifer Allen, CP
Anna Petrzyk
Adria Kassion

WHY JOIN MALA?
•

MALA is the only NALA affiliate in Montana

•

Affiliation membership allows free access to NALA NET for information
and case decisions affecting paralegals—the only on-line network dedicated to this profession

•

Access to continuing legal education at an affordable price

•

Establish contacts within the legal community and promote the professionalism and utilization of legal assistants/paralegals.
Ask on of our officers for a member application or email MALA at:

mala@malanet.org for an application (www.malanet.org)

Registration
MALA is offering this complimentary seminar to its members and any NEW members who send an
Application for Membership and dues ($25) with their seminar registration. Please confirm your
attendance for the seminar and lunch by marking the boxes below and emailing this registration
form to: mala@malanet.org on or before March 16, 2017, or you can register online at
www.malanet.org. Due to hotel policy, lunch registration cannot be guaranteed after March 17,
2017.
Name
E-Mail Address
Telephone
Employer
MALA member and plan on attending:
□
Seminar, Lunch and Meeting
□
Meeting Only
NOT a MALA member but plan on applying for membership and attending:
□
Seminar, Lunch and Meeting
□
Seminar Only
□
Application for Membership and Dues ($25) Enclosed
NOT a MALA member and NOT applying for membership.
I will be attending:
□
Seminar and Lunch --------------------------------$ 115.00
□
Seminar Only ---------------------------------------$ 100.00
Amount Enclosed -----------------------------------------$_________
**Please note any dietary restrictions ____________________________________
Remit Payment to:
MALA ● P.O. Box 9016 ● Missoula, MT 59807-9016
RESERVE YOUR ROOM TODAY!
A block of rooms has been reserved for Thursday and Friday night. Rates are $99.00 + tax for a single/double,.
Reservations can be made by calling 1-406-532-5300 (Discount Code: MALA).

